
Adding other
information about you

AgE 17 SUrVEy

INformAtIOn For yOUng peOple

Please take the time to 
read this booklet and 
make your decision



Government departments and agencies routinely collect administrative 

information about all of us to help plan and provide the services we need.  

We’d like to add some of your information held in these administrative 

records to the information we collect about you as part of the study. 

The information we would like to add is kept in your health, education, work and 

benefits records, as well as any police and criminal justice records you may have.

Adding extra details from administrative records opens up new possibilities 

for researchers who use Child of the New Century (CNC) to understand the 

experiences of your generation and to improve the services you use and the 

places you live.

It also means we can make the information collected by CNC as valuable and 

accurate as possible, as it allows us to fill in the blanks for any details you may 

not know or remember (such as dates of hospital visits). We learn a lot about 

your lives from the questions we ask in the surveys, but adding this extra 

information helps us to build a more complete picture of what life is really like 

for you.

dId yOU knOw?
Adding information from school records has shown us that the month in which 

you are born can make a difference to how you perform at school – known as the 

‘month of birth effect’. This evidence, which shows that summer-born children 

may benefit from starting school a bit later, has informed the Government’s 

decision on when to allow summer-born children to start school. 

ADDING OTHER INFORMATION

why we want to do this

You can find out more by watching our video: 

www.childnc.net/faqs/adding-information/



The process works by exchanging information using a unique identifier 

(unique ID). This is a string of letters and numbers created just for you. It 

allows us to identify your information without identifying you.

With your permission, we send your 
unique ID, name, sex, address, date 
of birth to each of the government 
departments and agencies that hold 
your records. If they are available, we 
may also send your NHS number and 
National Insurance numbers to help 
identify records.

STep 2

When your administrative records 
have been identified, the file 
containing your personal details  
is destroyed.

STep 3

Just your unique ID and the 
information taken from your 
administrative records are sent back 
to the CNC team.

The CNC team matches the 
information from your administrative 
records to your survey responses 
using your unique ID.

STep 5

The matched information containing 
survey answers and administrative 
information is made available to 
researchers. Remember, your name 
and address is never included with 
the matched information, and 
researchers never see them.

KEepIng yOUr 
InForMATION SAFE

STep 1 STep 4

These details about you are 
provided to help identify your 
records accurately. We do not 
send your survey responses or 
other information about you.

The CNC team will add information 
from your administrative records 
for the duration of the study.  
We will only stop doing this if  
you ask us to.

To keep your information  

safe, it is encrypted and  

sent via secure transfer 
systems, in line with the most 

up to date security protocols 

and procedures.

AEYGF7K0DM1XUnique identifier:



WHO WILL USE THE 
INFORMATION?
Matched information, which 

includes information from both your 

administrative records and your survey 

responses, will be made available for  

use by researchers, teachers and 

policy makers for research purposes 

only. Researchers who want to use   

more detailed information must apply 

to an independent committee which 

ensures that the information is used 

responsibly and safely. 

Your name, address, National 

Insurance number and NHS number 

are never made available to 

researchers.

All information collected by and 

added to CNC is treated with the 

strictest confidence in accordance 

with the Data Protection Act 1998.

We are not asking to access information that relates to your parents, 

partners, siblings or children. 

Government departments and agencies will only receive the details they 

need to accurately identify your records, nothing more.

Your decision about whether or not to add information from your 

records will not affect your benefits, tax, employment, health treatment 

or any health insurance.

Your details can not be used to see whether you are paying the right 

amount of tax or loan repayments or claiming the right type of benefits.

This is not a way for police to find things out about you that they didn’t 

already know.

SomE ASSurAncES



WHAT IF I DON’T HAVE SOME OF THE RECORDS TO ADD?
Not all the information we would like to add will be relevant to you right now, 

or, for some of you, ever. For example, we know that not many of you will be 

at university now and some of you may not be intending to go, but we’d like 

your permission to add information about any future university admissions and 

costs. This means we could add the information when or if you go to university 

in the future.   

WE ONLY DO THIS WITH YOUR PERMISSION 
You can agree for us to add information from all of the records we ask about, 

from just some of the records, or to add nothing at all – it’s your choice.  

We would like you to talk with your parent(s) or another adult you trust 

about this before the interviewer visits, but the choice will still be yours.  

If you have any concerns you can look at the FAQs on our website or get in 

touch with us using the details in this booklet - we’ll be happy to answer any of 

your questions.

Whatever decision you 

make, we would still really 

like you to take part in  

the survey.



HEALTH

The National Health Service (NHS) routinely updates medical and health-

related records for all patients accessing NHS health services throughout  

their lives.

National Health Service records include visits to health services, details of 

health conditions, medications, treatments and surgery, as well as  

NHS numbers.

CNC has huge potential to advance understanding of health and illness and to 

change the way that conditions are screened, managed and treated. 

wHIcH recOrdS?

wHAt dO tHey InclUdE?

WHy Add tHIS InFOrMATIoN?



EDUCATION 

Education and training records are kept by the Department for Education, 

the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and the Higher 

Education Statistics Agency (for those in higher education).

Education and training records include information about participation in 

school, further and higher education, exam results, vocational training and 

qualifications.

Your parents may have already given their permission to add information 

about your education up to age 16. We’d like to add your permission to add your 

education information from the age of 16.  

Understanding your experiences during school and after leaving it can help 

shape better education and training opportunities for your generation and 

future ones too.

wHIcH recOrdS?

wHAt dO tHey InclUdE?

WHy Add tHIS InFOrMATIoN?

WHIcH rEcordS HAVe wE AlrEAdy Added?



Records held by the Universities and Colleges Admission Service and Student 

Loans Company relate to higher education.

Records kept by the Universities and Colleges Admission Service include 

information about higher education applications and offers. 

Records kept by the Student Loans Company include information about 

payments of student loans.

Adding this information will provide important evidence about access to 

higher education for your generation which tells us more about fairness in 

accessing higher education, and the impact of tuition fees and student debt on 

employment, income and living standards.

MORE EDUCATION 
wHIcH recOrdS?

WHy Add tHIS InFOrMATIoN?

wHAt dO tHey InclUdE?



ECONOMIC 

Economic records are kept by the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) and 

Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, (HMRC) usually starting when you reach 

age 16. 

 

Records kept by the DWP include information about benefit claims and 

participation in work programmes. 

Records kept by HMRC include information about any jobs you may have, 

earnings, tax and National Insurance you may pay, and any pensions provided 

through your employer.

This information will help researchers and policy makers find out about your 

generation in the 21st century, at a time of big economic and political changes in  

the UK. 

wHIcH recOrdS?

WHy Add tHIS InFOrMATIoN?

wHAt dO tHey InclUdE?



POLICE AND 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Police and criminal justice records for those above the minimum age of criminal 

responsibility are stored on the Police National Computer, which is kept by the 

Ministry of Justice.

Records kept by the Ministry of Justice include information on police arrests, 

official cautions, convictions and sentences.

Most of you will not have a police record, either now or in the future. It is 

still just as important for us to find out that you haven’t had contact with 

the police as it is for us to know if you have, as this can help us learn more 

about what prevents people from committing crime.

Crime statistics tell us what types of crime are being committed and whether 

the crime rate is rising or falling. Adding information from police and criminal 

justice records to the information will help researchers and policy makers to 

understand much more about how different aspects of life affect whether 

people have contact with the police or commit crime. 

Policy makers can use this evidence to develop and target policies to reduce 

and prevent crime. This is important as it affects all of us, in one way or 

another.

wHIcH recOrdS?

WHy Add tHIS InFOrMATIoN?

wHAt dO tHey InclUdE?



what to do next
It’s important you have all the information you need to make your 

decision.

1. Think about it and get in touch if you want to talk it over or if you 

have any questions. You may like to talk this over with your parents.

2. Decide if you are happy for information from your administrative records 

to be added to your survey answers and choose which permissions you 

would like to give.

1.

2.

WHEN DOES YOUR PERMISSION EXPIRE?
We have not put an end date on the permissions that you give as we do not 

know exactly when we will receive or add the information. So any permission 

you give will remain valid and we will collect these records on an ongoing basis 

unless you withdraw your permission.

1.  Make a note of your National Insurance number if you are willing 

to share this. You will be asked for this in the survey. Your National 

Insurance number can be found on the National Insurance card issued 

to you when you were aged 16, on your pay slip, P45, P60 or annual 

tax return.

You don’t need to do anything else for now. Your interviewer will ask you 

about which (if any) permissions you would like to give, and will give you a 

paper copy of any of the permissions you agree to.

mAkIng A decISION

WHAT we WILl NEed FrOM you
1.



WHAT IF I CHANGE 
MY MIND?
You can change your mind about adding information from these records or 

withdraw any of your permissions at any time, without giving us a reason. To do 

this, write to the CNC team free of charge at:

       FREEPOST RTKC-KLUU-RSBH

Child of the New Century, 20 Bedford Way, London, WC1H 0AL

If you have queries about the study you can contact CNC by:

For questions about the Age 17 Survey or adding other information, 

contact Ipsos MORI at:

WHAT IF I HAVE QUESTIONS?

childnc@ipsos.com 
(calls from landlines are free but costs 

from mobile phones may vary, please 

check with your provider)
0808 202 2102 

Stephan Tietz, Ipsos MORI, 3 Thomas More Square,  

London, E1W 1YW  

Freephone: 0800 092 1250           childnc@ucl.ac.uk

16-060822/B03

THAnk you For yOUr HElp

www.childnc.net


