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What’s new with  
Child of the New Century?

This year’s update booklet 
includes information on: 

•  how you’ve made a 
difference to stop 
bullying campaigns

•  what happens next in 
the Age 14 Survey

•  life at 16 – how things 
have changed

  In This update

Child of the New Century is 

about your whole life’s journey. 

This is why we have not set 

a time limit for how long we 

keep your data (both from the 

surveys and any data linked 

to your survey data). Keeping 

your information safe is our 

top priority. Find out more on 

our website.



Putting a stop to bullying
  How You’ve Helped make a dIFFeRence

Bullying hurts, and some young people are more at risk of being bullied 
than others. Child of the New Century (CNC) has helped charities to 
raise awareness of bullying among children with special needs.

What we asked you
Since you started school, we’ve asked you how you get on with your 

classmates, and about your experiences of bullying. Your parents have 

also told us whether you have any form of disability, long-standing illness 

or special needs. 

What we found
Researchers found that primary school pupils with special needs, illness 
or disability were twice as likely as other children to say that they were 
bullied ‘all of the time’.

The findings were also used by local councils, 
charities and schools to raise awareness of 
the experiences of children with special needs, 
and to urge the Government to make changes.

How the research has made a difference

When the Anti-Bullying Alliance heard the findings, they decided to 

make children with special needs the focus of Anti-Bullying Week 

in 2014. They used the research to encourage others to speak out 

against bullying, and in their guidance for schools on how to recognise 

and stop this behaviour.



11,519 of you   — and 18,848 of your 
parents — took part and told us 
about your lives.

The interviewers travelled a 

total of 679,377 miles to speak 

to you and your families   — that’s 

the same as 27 times around 

the earth!

It took 15 months to talk to all of 

you   — the first interview took place 

on 15th January 2015 and the last 

was on 30th March 2016.

We made 54,953 telephone 

calls to families and sent over 

100,000 texts.

We managed to find 2,442 

families that had moved.
We gave out 9,183 activity 

monitors for you to wear.

The Age 14 Survey
  How IT went



When the interviewer 

leaves your house, 

the information gets 

sent back to us. We 

separate your name 

and address from the 

answers you give, 

so that no one can 

identify you.

Then we crunch 

the numbers to get 

some early insights 

into what life is like 

for your generation.

The findings 
from the 
research are 
used to help 
make life 
better for 
young people 
your age, as 
well as future 
generations!

We would like to 
come back and 
see you again 
when you are 17.

Now that the age 14 visits are over, we have a lot 
of work to do! Sorting through the information 
takes a lot of time, so we hope to send you some 
results next year. 

  WhaT happenS nexT?

We put your 
answers together 
with everybody 
else’s, and organise 
the information 
so it’s easier for 
researchers  
to use.

Finally, we make 

the anonymous 

information available 

to researchers from 

all over the world. 

They use it to study 

lots of important 

issues, including 

family life, education, 

health and wellbeing.



TURNING 16
 WhaT It’s liKe noW

Join a 
tRade unIon

You’ll be turning 16 soon and 
that marks a big milestone in 
your life. Your school exams will 
help you decide what you do in 
the future, and you’ll be well on 
the way to becoming an adult.

choose 
wHetHer  
to stay on 
at scHool

Apply for  
your own  
pasSporT

piloT a glideR

Buy a 
loTteRy TicKet

Get marRied 

or register a 

civIl parTneRSHip

at aGe 16, you can:



TurnInG 16 in The 1980S

Many of your parents were teenagers in the 1980s. We look after 
another study of a generation born in 1970, who turned 16 in 1986.  
So what was life like for a 16-year-old in the 1980s?

The first mobile phone call in the UK 
was made in 1985, and in 1986 only 
the very rich could afford one. They 
were huge and needed a battery 
pack the size of 2 bricks! Study 
members weren’t even asked 
about mobile phones in 1986 – 
now over 90% of 16-year-olds  
own one.

There was no internet – the World 
Wide Web did not arrive until 
1989, invented by Briton Sir Tim 
Berners-Lee. Email existed, but it 
was only used by some universities 
and the US military. Social media 
was only a dream.

A nuclear reactor exploded in 

Chernobyl, then part of the 

USSR but now in Ukraine

England were knocked out of the 

World Cup by Argentina’s ‘Hand 

of God’ goal

GSCE exams replaced O-levels 
and CSEs in England and Wales

Britain and France agreed to 

build the Channel Tunnel

 In The 1980S…

Your teenage years matter
By following you throughout your lives, we can uncover how 
your teenage years matter to your adult lives. For example, 
we know that the 1970 study members who read in their 
spare time (not for school) at age 16 not only did better at 
maths and vocabulary tests than those who didn’t read at all, 
they also had better vocab at age 42!



Designed by Threerooms Ltd 2016

   Keep in  
   touch! 

Freepost RTKC-KLUU-RSBH 

Child of the New Century 

20 Bedford Way 

London 

WC1H 0AL

0800 092 1250

childnc@ucl.ac.uk

  
www.childnc.net

@childnewcentury

www.facebook.com/

childofthenewcentury

Follow us to  find out more


